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HEROES 
Women Artists Who Influence and Inspire 

by	Serena	Bocchino	
Essay	by	Lilly	Wei	

	
	

The		Nicolaysen	Art	Museum	in	Casper	Wyoming	is	pleased	to	present	the	work	of	Serena	Bocchino.	The	exhibition	will	include,	paintings	
and	sculpture	from	the	past	10	years	including:	The	Veil	Series,	Colorforms,	Mirror	Series,	Twirl,	FEVER,	and	iPOP.	The	Museum	will	also	be	
mounting	a	large-scale	mural		entitled,	FRESH,	from	the	iPOP	Series,	on	the	facade	of	their	building.	During	her	mini-residency	at	the	
Museum,	Bocchino	will	create	a	site-specific	suspended	wire	sculpture.	Amanda	Yonker,	curator	of	the	exhibition	will	include	the	five	
documentary	films	capturing	Bocchino’s	unique	studio	practice.	Bocchino	will	be	premiering	her	“Veils	Series”	installation	that	includes	her	
16-foot	and	9	foot	hanging	silk	veils	that	will	be	suspended	from	the	high	ceilings	of	the	McMurry	Gallery	at	the	Museum.	These	fabric	
hangings	are	printed	details	of	Serena’s	paintings	suspended	in	a	quadrant	configuration.	
	
Serena	Bocchino	will	also	be	debuting	her	HEROES:	Women	Artists	Who	Influence	and	Inspire		book	and	exhibition	at	the	museum.	This	
HEROES	exhibition	will	present	37	poem	paintings,	which	are	intimate	in	scale,	and	created	using	oil	paint	with	graphite	on	vellum	paper.	
The	book	is	published	in	conjunction	with	the	exhibition	and	includes	full	color	reproductions	of	the	poem	paintings	and	an	essay	by	New	
York	based	art	Critic,	Lilly	Wei.	The	Book,	written	by	Bocchino	includes	short	bios	on	each	artist	and	the	connection	that	Serena	Bocchino	
has	with	them	and	their	work.		
	
For	further	information,	please	contact	Andy	Couch,	Executive	Director	at	the	Nicolaysen	Art	Museum	at		Andy@nic.org	or	307-235-5247	
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The process by which Serena Bocchino creates her large scale abstract paintings takes cues 
from the male-driven New York School. She pours, drips, and layers paint directly onto the 
canvas to generate gestural and spontaneous lines that embody the musicality of Jazz. In the 
book Heroes: Women Artists Who Infl uence and Inspire, Bocchino not only honors the many 
women who have impacted her practice but trades canvas for paper and wields words as 
paint. This book enables Bocchino’s grand work to become more intimate while encouraging 
viewers to connect with other, maybe unfamiliar, female artists. It is a wonderful expansion 
of Bocchino’s artistic vision and addition to her oeuvre.
Heather Cammarata-Seale, Ph.D.
Independent Art Historian and Curator

Serena Bocchino’s very personal artistic project pays homage to a group of mostly A-list 
artists, all women, who have inspired her over the past four decades. Her choice of medium and 
vocabulary – poem paintings – like wise galvanize the viewer to produce their own creations 
inspired by her works. 
Ferris Olin, Ph.D.
Distinguished Professor Emerita, Rutgers University

Serena Bocchino’s poetic and painterly homage to 37 women artists provides a personal 
and much needed feminist intervention in art history. These women, who include her mother 
and grandmother, comprise Bocchino’s personal canon of great artists. All women painters 
and poets should have a similarly beautiful constellation of infl uence, inspiration, and support.
Donna Gustafson
Interim Director, Curator, Zimmerli Art Museum, Rutgers University

Heroes: Women Artists Who Infl uence and Inspire is a wonderful book. It attests to the 
importance of role models in the artists’ life – to learn from their work as well as from their 
attitudes, philosophies and life styles. In visual form, and in free verse poetry, Bocchino pays 
tribute to a number of women artists whom she encountered along the development of her 
own practice. Her remembrances are rendered in a refreshingly direct way. 
Charlotta Kotik
Curator Emerita, Brooklyn Museum
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ESSAY BY LILLY WEI

HEROES
WOMEN ARTISTS WHO INFLUENCE AND INSPIRE

SERENA BOCCHINO



	
	
	
	


